
THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST MARIE 
with the Churches of Holy Family 

and Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald 

Cathedral House, Norfolk Street, Sheffield, S1 2JB 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday, 9.30am–12.30pm & 1.30-4.30pm 
Tel: 0114 272 2522    E-mail: office@stmariecathedral.org    Website: www.stmariecathedral.org 

Parish Priest: Rev Fr Christopher Posluszny Assistant Priest: Rev Fr Clement A. Abah 

1st Sunday of Advent (B) 

3rd to 10th December 2023 

Readings: I Isa 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2b-7  Ps 79:2ac+3b, 15-16, 18-19. R  4   II 1 Cor 1:3-9   G Mk 13:33-37 
Next Sunday: I Isa 40:1-5, 9-11  Ps 84:9ab+10, 11-12, 13-14. R  8   II 2 Pet 3:8-14   G Mk 1:1-8 

Readings can also be found at http://universalis.com/Europe.England.Hallam/mass.htm or on the Universalis app 
 

Cathedral 

Sunday 3: 1st Sunday of Advent 
8.00am Matthew & Lucy Hazell (intentions) 
10.30am People of the Parishes 
12.30pm Antonio Pizzulli (anniversary) 
6.30pm Letitia Dy (birthday anniversary) 

Monday 4: Monday of Week 1 of Advent 
8.00am Vocations to the Priesthood 
12.30pm Rev Mgr Peter Kirkham (recently deceased) 
5.30pm Rev Fr Stephen Moseling, O.Praem. (intentions) 

Tuesday 5: Tuesday of Week 1 of Advent 
8.00am Rev Fr Reginald Bessler (anniversary) 
12.30pm Veronique Akossibié Adje (R.I.P.) 
5.30pm November Memorial List 

Wednesday 6: Wednesday of Week 1 of Advent 
8.00am November Memorial List 
12.30pm Dr & Mrs T. Neal and family (special intention) 
5.30pm John O’Malley (birthday anniversary) 

Thursday 7: St Ambrose 
8.00am Yorkshire Brethren 
12.30pm Rev Mr Derek Wynne (anniversary) 

Thursday 7: IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE B.V.M. (Vigil) 
8.00am November Memorial List 

Friday 8: IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE B.V.M. 
8.00am Rev Fr Michael Walsh, C.M. (anniversary) 
12.30pm November Memorial List 
5.30pm Liam Jenkinson (birthday) 

Saturday 9: Saturday of Week 1 of Advent 
8.00am November Memorial List 
12.30pm Rev Fr Mark McManus (intentions) 

Next Weekend – Cathedral 

Sunday 10: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
8.00am People of the Parishes 
10.30am Maureen Foster (anniversary) 
12.30pm Rev Mgr Peter Kirkham (recently deceased) 
6.30pm Parish Sick List 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald 

Sunday 3: 1st Sunday of Advent 
9.15am Joyce Kuzakwawo 

Sunday 10: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
9.15am John, Molly & Peter Brett (R.I.P.) 

Holy Family 

Sunday 3: 1st Sunday of Advent 
10.30am Parish Intentions 

Sunday 10: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
10.30am November Memorial List 

Svätá Omša v slovenčine 
(Slovak Mass) – St Charles Borromeo 

Sunday 3: 1. adventná nedeľa 
3.00pm Parish Intentions 

Sunday 10: 2. adventná nedeľa 
3.00pm Parish Intentions 
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Sacrament of Confession .......................................................... Monday–Saturday: 11.30am–12.15pm 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament .................................... Monday–Saturday: 11.30am–12.15pm 

 .............................................................................................Saturday: after 8.00am Mass (with Benediction) 

Rosary ....................................................................................... Friday & Saturday: after the 12.30pm Mass 

Adoration and Prayer Group ................. 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6.00pm (next one 13th December) 

We pray for Lynne Connell, John Carroll, Wai Lin Tong, Roger Morewood, Rev Mgr Peter Kirkham, and 
all those who have died recently. 

Please remember in your prayers our sick: Helen Carroll, Gloria Welsh, Mary Pridgeon, Pat 
O’Connor (Lintott), Elizabeth Dillop, Jean Hegarty, Rima Lattash, Margaret & John Whitehead, Angela Eddy, 
Mary Parkinson, Kevin Worsnop, Emma Green, Damian Osako, Patricia Allen, Mary Worsnop, Jean Rogers, 
Kingsley Owomero, Margaret Smith, Anthony Gallagher, Charles Teti, Liam Blayney, Yvonne O’Donovan, 
Gabriel Ofodile Okafor, Margaret Brennan, Joseph Lattimer, Diana, Karen Parry, and all those who are 
suffering mentally, emotionally or physically. 

Names will stay on the list for 3 months.  Please contact Cathedral House if you wish your friend or family member to be included. 

Anniversaries this week: 5 – Rev Fr Reginald Bessler; 6 Dec – Rev Fr Constantine Dolan; 7 Dec – 
Theresa Ijeoma Uzoka, Rev Mr Derek Wynne; 8 Dec – Rev Fr Michael Walsh. C.M.; 10 Dec – Ivy Palmer, 
Geoffrey Kirby. 

Health & Safety Matters: If you wish to raise any issues regarding health and safety at St Marie’s, 
please e-mail healthandsafety@stmariecathedral.org.  

Each Sunday after the 10.30am Mass there is an opportunity to get together with other 
parishioners over a cup of coffee or tea. This is an important way of building and strengthening the 
parish community, so please join us, whether you are a regular member of the congregation or a visitor.  
Refreshments are served in the Houlden Hall (1st floor of the building next door to the church), and we look 
forward to getting to know you better – all welcome!  

Children’s Liturgy during Advent—Sundays at 10.30am: We will be meeting on the 1st, 2nd and 
4th Sundays of Advent; please note that there will be no Children’s Liturgy on Sunday 17th December. All 
children are welcome to join in with our Children’s Liturgy of the Word; please meet Candida at the Baptismal 
Font at the start of Mass, or ring the bell for Houlden Hall if you are running slightly late. Thank you! 

St Oswald’s Christmas Fair—Saturday 9th December: Everyone is welcome to come to the St 
Oswald’s Christmas Fair, from 12.30–4.00pm on Saturday 9th December (126 Southend Road, S2 5FT), 
where there will be various prizes to be won, plenty of cakes and refreshments, and lots of fun to be had! 

Mothers Prayers Group—every Thursday at 1.00pm, in the Parish Room: Mothers, 
grandmothers, spiritual mothers and Godmothers are all invited to join Candida for Mother’s Prayers, in the 
Parish Room, straight after the lunchtime Mass. Do join us! 

‘Little Fishes’, a free playgroup for 0-3 yrs—Wednesdays, 10.30am–12.00pm: Mothers with 
their babies and toddlers are invited to join us in Houlden Hall for friendship, play and refreshments! Dads and 
grandparents are also most welcome. Please ring the bell for St Marie’s Norfolk Chambers (right next to the 
Cathedral’s main entrance) and we will let you in. Houlden Hall is directly above the Nottingham Building 
Society. We look forward to seeing you there! 
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First Holy Communion Programme—Registration Meeting: This year’s First Holy Communion 
programme will begin in January 2024. All children who are in Year 3 and above are eligible to join the 
course. There will be a registration meeting on Saturday 16th December at 4.00pm in Houlden Hall, for all 
children and parents, at which more information about the course will be given. 

Advent calendars, candles and reading are now available in the Cathedral bookshop, with 
Christmas cards coming soon. Please keep bringing in your donations of spiritual reading you have finished 
with (labelled “F.A.O. Margaret Helliwell”)—the second-hand books section is really popular! 

Wednesday Adoration & Prayer Group, 6.00pm: The Adoration and Prayer Group that currently 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, with the next one on Wednesday 13th December at 
6.00pm. This Holy Hour takes place directly after the 5.30pm Mass, and is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
spent some time with our Lord Jesus—present in the Eucharist—in adoration, prayer and praise! Fr Jom 
Mathew will also be hearing Confessions, in English and Malayalam. Everyone is welcome! 

Next Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting—Tuesday 5th December, 7.30pm: To give 
feedback, raise an issue, or attend the meeting as a guest, please speak to a member of the PPC, or email 
Niall (PPC Secretary) on PPC@stmariecathedral.org.  

A Message from the Flower Team: The Flower Team would like to thank everyone for their recent 
donations and contributions of fresh flowers, and to remind everyone that, apart from the Advent Wreath, there 
are no flowers in church during Advent. However, donations of fresh flowers will be very welcome a bit nearer 
to Christmas. Thank you in anticipation! 

Please help us turn St Marie’s Cathedral into a Beacon of Hope for others this Advent: On 
Saturday 9th December, 4.00-7.00pm, teams of people will be offering shoppers free hospitality and carol 
singing outside St Marie’s Cathedral, and inviting them in to light a candle and meet Jesus-in-the-Eucharist 
inside.  We are now looking for volunteers to join: (1) the street team – to invite people in; (2) the hospitality 
team – to offer a free hot drink outside; (3) the carol singing team – to create a comfortable link between the 
secular and the sacred; (4) the prayer team – to pray silent Rosary / Divine Mercy / St Michael’s prayers inside 
the Cathedral; and (5) the Adoration music team – to offer 4 songs per hour, in adoration of Jesus-in-the-
Eucharist. This will be a ‘mission’ event at this very important time of year. To get involved, please email 
Candida on PPC@stmariecathedral.org.  

The Cathedral Carol Service, sung by the Cathedral Choir, will be on Saturday 16th December at 
6.30pm, followed by mulled wine and mince pies. All are welcome. 

Good Shepherd Youth—Saturday 9th December, 4.00-7.00pm: Good Shepherd Youth will meet 
for its last session of 2023 for a “Beacon of Hope” special, followed by a Christmas Party! Food and soft drink 
contributions towards the Christmas Party will be gratefully received. This group is open to all secondary aged 
young people, whether they come to Church or not, and always involves Jesus, pizza and games. For more 
information, please contact Candida on GoodShepherd@hallam-diocese.com.  

Preparing for the Jubilee—Pilgrims of Hope: Pope Francis has called a Jubilee Year for 2024-2025 
and has asked us to reflect on the four key documents of the Second Vatican Council to help prepare. We will 
do this over the next four weeks. This week we are reflecting on a document called Dei verbum. This teaches 
us how God has revealed himself to humanity throughout history: first to prepare us to receive Jesus, the Word 
of God, as a baby in Bethlehem; and how he speaks to us now, as individuals and as a community. More 
information can be found at https://www.cbcew.org.uk/dei-verbum-word-of-god/, or on the displays and 
handouts at the back of church. 
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Women’s Group at St Marie’s, each Thursday, 11.00am: The Women’s Group meets every 
Thursday, offering friendship and laughter, discussion and loving support—always over cups of tea and 
delicious cake and biscuits! Women of all ages are most welcome. To join us, please come along and meet us 
by the piano at 11.00am. 

St Marie’s History Books: The second edition of Volume 1 of the fascinating A History of St Marie’s 

Cathedral and Parish has now been reprinted, and is available along with Volumes 2 and 3 in the bookshop. 

St Marie’s Job Seekers Group— final meeting for 2023 on Wednesday 13th December: We 
are One Church, One Family. This group offers practical help, encouragement and coaching support to anyone 
trying to find new or better employment, or seeking sponsorship in the UK. To find out more, please email 
Candida on PPC@stmariecathedral.org.  

Know of a job vacancy? Please pass it on! We have some excellent Job Seekers coming to our 
group at St Marie’s – a lot of them new to the city. Some are looking for part-time jobs to fit around their 
studies, others are looking for full-time roles. We are setting up a WhatsApp group for our job seekers to share 
opportunities and build a supportive community. To make a positive difference to both job seekers and 
businesses in our great city, please email Candida on PPC@stmariecathedral.org. Thank you. 

Saint of the Week—St Ambrose, Bishop: On Thursday 7th December, we remember St Ambrose, 
who lived in the 4th century and was brought up in a noble Roman family. His entry into the Church was an 
unusual one. Although a provincial governor in northern Italy, he lived in Milan, the centre of the Roman Empire 
at that time. When a dispute arose over who should succeed the deceased Bishop of Milan, Ambrose tried to 
help in overseeing a peaceful election. His gentle and ‘honey-tongued’ speech so impressed the crowed in the 
square that, to his astonishment, it was his name they were chanting as the next Bishop. At this point, although 
he professed to be a Christian, he was certainly no churchman; he wasn’t even baptised! Eventually he was 
persuaded to take up the challenge, and went on a steep learning curve. Aged 34, he took a strong stand against 
the raging Arian heresy of the time (which tried to assert that Jesus was not of the same substance as the 
Father). When the Arian empress-regent Justina demanded possession of a church for their Arian worship, 
Bishop Ambrose steadfastly refused to release it, to the point of organising a sit-in. It was during this highly 
unusual protest that hymn singing was introduced as an element of Christian worship in the West. Ambrose was 
also the first Church leader to successfully tip the balance of power in the Roman Empire in favour of the Church: 
it was he who established the precedent that ‘the emperor is within the Church, not above it’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Security 
Be aware that thieves operate in the city centre so keep handbags & valuables with you at all times when in Church 

 

PLEASE SWITCH OFF YOUR MOBILE PHONE WHILST IN THE CATHEDRAL 
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