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Then taking a small child in his arms, Jesus said to them, “Anyone who
welcomes a little child like this in my names welcomes me and in turn
the one who sent me”
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The Cathedral Church of St Marie
welcomes

to Mass today.

Who Is The Greatest?

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Normal Time. Year B.

Have any of you ever read "The Rainbow Fish?" This book is about the most
beautiful fish in the ocean, who scales were every shade of blue, green, and
purple with sparkling silver scales mixed in. But he was also very selfish and self-
centred and thought he was too good to play with the other fish. He may have
been the most beautiful, but he was also the loneliest fish in the ocean.

He told Starfish about his problem and Starfish sent him to talk to a wise old
octopus. The octopus told Rainbow Fish that if he wanted to be happy, he should
give one of his beautiful scales to each of the other fish. Rainbow Fish just could
not imagine giving away his beautiful scales. But in the end, he did - he gave one
to each fish who asked, until he was left with just one himself. At that point he
realised that although he was no longer the most beautiful fish in the ocean, he
was happier than ever before!

This story reminds me of something that Jesus said to his disciples. One day He
heard his disciples arguing about which of them would be the greatest in God's
kingdom. Jesus said to them, "If you want to be first, you must be last and you
must be the servant of all." He then put his arms around a little child and told his
disciples, "If you welcome one of these, you welcome me; and whoever welcomes
me, welcomes the one that sent me."

Sometimes we think the most important thing is to be the first, to be the most
beautiful, to be the smartest, or to be the GREATEST! That isn't what Jesus said.
He said that the most important thing was to think of others first and ourselves last.
If we want to be great in God's sight, we should seek to be a servant rather than
seeking to be served.
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ROAD TWELVE QUIET Dear Jesus. Please help us to think about
HOUSE JESUS GREATEST other people, and to recognise their needs and

feelings. Then please help us to use this
understanding to do something kind and
thoughtful. And please forgive and help us
when we don't get it right! Amen.




